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AMONG  OTHER  RUMORS  ** 

It's  a  funny  thing.   Somebody  thinks  .something  might  happen,  so  he 
tells  somebody  else,  and  then  somebody  else  gets  to  pondering  what  he's 
heard,  and  pretty  soon  it  oomes  out  as  the  gospel  truth.   People  like  to 
have  other  people  think  they're  omniscient,  which  causes  about  ninety  per- 
cent of  the  inaccuracy  and  rumor  in  this  giddy  world.   Take,  for  example, 
the  oft-heard  whisper  that  shortages  of  tubes  and  operators  will  soon  lead 
Washington  forcibly  to  close  down  all  smaller  radio  stations. 

The  facts  leading  up  to  this  supposition,  alas,  are  quite  true. 
Transmitting  tubes  are  becoming  rare  as  Gutenberg  Bibles,  almost,  and  the 
broadcasting  industry's  reservoir  of  veteran  engineers  dwindles  with  each 
draft  call.  But  we've  encountered  no  plan  as  yet  to  take  the  smaller  sta- 
tions off  the  air,  nor  do  we  think  that  such  a  move  would  help  very  much. 
Some  of  them,  naturally,  m.ay  be  forced  off  when  they  run  cut  of  spare 
tubes,  or  can't  assemble  a  qualified  staff.  We  have  it  straight  from  FCC 
Chairman  Fly  -  and  five '11  get  you  five  hundred  that  he  knows  -  the  Com- 
mission has  never  given  thought  to  such  a  move. 

A  FM  SUGGESTIONS  ** 

The  Domestic  Broadcast  Committee  of  the  DCB  -it's  known  as  Committee 
IV  of  the  nine  committees  making  up  the  DCE  -  will  hold  a  session  next  week, 
and  the  BVC  has  a  few  recoirjnendations  to  put  forth  in  the  belief  that 
they'll  give  radio  a  better  chance  to  serve  the  war  effort. 

First  of  these  ideas  -  they  fall  into  three  groups  -  is  a  notion  that 
radio  stations  can  do  yeoman's  work  in  supplementing  regular  air  raid 
warnings,  particularly  since  the  nation  seems  a  little  weak  in  this  depart- 
ment throughout  many  big  cities.   You'll  remember,  we  hope,  that  Committee 
IV' s  original  plan  was  to  have  broadcast  transmitters  shut  up  tighter  than 
an  Ipswich  clam  as  soon  as  an  alarm  happened  to  be  sounded.   They  were  to 
give  no  notice,  no   anuouncement  -  just  push  the  "off"  button  and  probably 
leave  a  lot  of  listeners  fiddling  inside  their  sets  to  see  what  had  blown 
out  this  time. 

The  BVC  thinlcs  that  a  brief  but  explanatory  announcement  should  be 
given  before  leaving  the  air,  particularly  since  it's  become  woefully  ap- 
parent that  most  large  centers  of  population  don't  have  enough  alarm  sirencs 
to  soare  a  chipmunk,  Amioun.vlug  an  air  raid  is  a  job  for  mass  communica- 
tiou,  n:)d.  hTond^mti^ig   has  what  it  takes. 
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WE  ALSO  THIM  ** 

Our  secord  t^^ought  deals  with  the  technician  shortage.   Several  weeks 
ago  the  FCC  lcw<=red  its  standards  deTT.anded  for  transmitter  engineers,  and 
at  first  glani'.e  everybody  thought  matters  had  been  eased.  UrJ*ortunately 
the  relief  was  only  too  temporary.   There  just  aren't  enough  Second  Class 
operators  in  the  country  to  fill  up  the  ranks,  besides  which  the  war  ef- 
fort needs  Second  Class  as  well  as  First  Class  ticket-holders.  Aware  of 
the  need  for  maintaining  standards  of  operation,  the  BVC  still  thinks  that 
a  temporary  class  of  "special  operators"  might  be  created  for  tasks  of 
transmitter  supervision  during  the  indeterminate  duration  of  the  war. 
These  could  be  qualified  men,  approved  by  the  station  owners  who  employ 
them,  and  carefully  S'^hooled  in  the  duties  they  have  to  perform.   They 
might  not  knov;  all  the  incid*=ntal  ^nd  erudite  answers  to  the  government 
examination,  but  it's  our  theory  that  no  station  owner  who  has  a  fat  amount 
of  money  wrapped  up  in  his  transmitting  equipment  -  with  no  prospect  of  im- 
mediate replacement  -  is  going  to  let  any  non-qualified  nimcompoop  play 
around  with  it.  And  if  a  class  of  "special"  operators  is  authorized,  we 
feel  sure  the  leading  technicians'  unions  will  not  hesitate  to  relax  their 
standards  accordingly,  admitting  these  temporary  men   to  membership  from  the 
present  until,  say,  six  mionths  after  the  war  smoke  starts  to  clear.   There 
will  be  union  representatives  at  the  DCB  meeting,  incidentally. 

Idea  No,  7>   deals  with  the  growing  bugaboo  of  tubes.   The  BVC  intends 
suggesting  to  i^ommittee  IV  that  it  give  thought  to  the  establishment  of  a 
clearing  house  that  would  assure  broadcasters  quick  delivery  of  these  vital 
itemiS  -  by  virtue,  naturally  enough,  of  a  high  priority  rating. 

MEN  WITH  LICENSES  ** 

Harking  back  to  that  matter  of  licensed  operators  -  you'll  find  it  a 
few  paragraphs  ago  -  there  has  been  frequent  confusion  among  some  broad- 
casters as  to  just  how  miany  licensed  men  they  really  need  around  their 
station.   Control  room  operators  don't  have  to  possess  licenses;  even  your 
studio  supervisors,  your  remote  men,  and  the  equipment  maintenance  crew 
don't  need  them.   Rut  the  fellow  who  checks  the  m^eters  on  your  transmitter, 
the  onp  who  keeps  an  -^-ye  on  the  overmiOdulation  indicator,  the  one  who's  in 
top  charge  at  the  transmitter  building  itself  -  he  has  to  have  a  license 
hanging  '^n  the  wall. 

There  are,  of  course,  som.e  union  agreements  which  make  it  necessary  to 
hire  only  licensed  m.en.   Normally  we  ivould  neither  condemn  nor  condone  such 
agreements.   But  today,  when  every  licensed  operator  v/ho  isn't  in  uniform 
or  a  war  plant  should  be  helping  to  keep  the  nation's  radio  stations   on  the 
air,  we  wonder  if  it's  really  necessary.   The  same  raised  eyebrow  goes  for 
any  station  that's  retaining  more  licensed  operators  on  its  staff  than  it 
really  needs . 

'A^E  PASS  LWm   TH  YOU  ** 

The   PVC   has    be^n  asked  by  the  OFF  to   relay   its    appreciation  for  the 
numxrous    suggestions   that   have  been  coming   in,    day  after   day,   from  the 
country's    radio  men.      Most   of   these  have  been  sent   first   to   the   NAB   or  the 
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BVO  which,   by  a   justifiatl^  wepdir.g  j-rocess    (mfiinly  to   avrid  dupliiaticr.) , 
relay  the  meat   cf  broad-basting's  war   contributions   to   the   OFF* 

In  voicing  blanket   thanks    through  this    RVC   newsletter,    the   OFF  points 
out   that    it's   been   trying  valiantly  to   answer   ^very   letter,   but   at  this 
point  the  waiting   list   is   far   ahead  of   the  stenographic  help.      From  the 
welter   of  suggestions    -  and  they're  being  studied  by  the   BVC  as  well  as   the 
OFF  -  there   is    gradually  emerging  a  nationwide   plan  of   concerted   co-opera- 
tion whereby  radio   can  ex'^cute  as    good   a   job   on  the  Axis    as    any  battery  of 
16- inch   Navy  guns, 

Wp   rather   like  a  suggestion  that   comes    from  Harrison  Holliway  of   KFI 
in  San  Franoisco.      He   points    out   that   radio   stations    can  do  mere  than  sim- 
ply ask  the   public   to   attend   to  this    or    contribute  to    that.      It's    a  nice 
note   now  and  then  to   swing  the   spotlight   around   on  some    local   or   national 
Virar  i^ffort    that's    doing   a  swell    job.      iakes    people  feel  warm  inside,   and 
gives   them  an   incentive  to   do   an  '='ven  better   job   next  time. 

RKl;mSF:?    NCEWAY   ** 

Anothi=r  thing  the  OFF  asked  us  -  the  week  of  April  9  marks  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  invasion  of  Ncnvay.   Not,  of   course,  that  it's  any  cause 
f^r  thr'^wing  your  hat  in  the  r,ir  or  hanging  out  Japanese  lanterns.   Instead, 
it  comes  as  a  somber  remembrance  of  v;hat  happened  t"  a  dem.ocratic  country 
that  had  democratic  id«=als,  but  didn't  quite  wake  up  fast  enough. 

Norway,  in  its  own  invisible  way,  is  helping  the  fight  against  the  Axis, 
Cometimes  it's  only  farmicrs  with  pitchforks,  and  sometimes  it's  men  v/ho  come 
out  of  the  night,  strike,  and  then  go  back  into  the  night.   The  OFF  thirJcs 
maybe  a  special  effort  by  American  radio  stations  to  schedule  in  a  bit  of 
Norwegian  music,  a  fev;  special  Norwegian  programs,  would  be  an  appropriate 
tribute.   If  any  stations  do  anj^-fching  special  along  this  line  it  might  b* 
sent  in.   The?  Donnivan  Committee  on  all  its  short  wave  programs  is  rushing 
the  "Your  Battle  is  Our  Battle"  theme  to  all  of  the  over  run  countries. 

RADIO'S  GIFT  BONDS  *=^ 

Recent  ccmjnuniques  from  the  Defense  Savings  Staff  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury 
point  out  a  newly-affirmed  policy  which  frowns  en  the  use  of  Defense  Stamips 
or  Bonds  in  promotional  or  advertising  ventures.   To  be  specific:  "Under  no 
circumistances  should  Defense  Stamps  or  Bonds  be  used  as  premiums,  disccunts, 
gifts,  trade  stim.ulators  ,  or  b*  in  any  way  associated  with  the  promotion  cf 
merchandise.'' 

At  first  glance  this  would  seem  to  put  a  quashing  quietus  upon  the 
giving  r^f   Defense  Bonds  as  prizes  on  radio  shows.   The  'Washington  Better 
Busin'='ss  Bureau,  however,  has  probed  this  thing  deeper  and  repcrts  that  suoh 
is  not  so.   As  long  as  the  Bond  -  or  Stamps,  if  you're  going  to  be  penurious 
is  given  as  a  prize  on  a  program  "for  entertainment  purposes",  and  the  un- 
suspe-^ting  recipient  isn't  asked  to  purchase  a  tube  of  tooth  paste  or  a 
lawnmower  in  return,  then  it's  all  as  sweet  and  above-board  as  a  June  field 
of  clover.   iiSatter  cf  fact,  the  idea's  a  grand  one,    and  adds  an  extra  rush 
for  the  Treasiu-y  Department's  campaign. 
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CONCERNING  COAL  ■ * 

A  while  back  (BVC  Newsletter  -Ij^l)  vie   corrjnented  on  the  chances  of  a  cor.l 
shortage  next  fall,  springing  from  the  scarcity  of  suitable  transportation 
betwixt  mine  and  the  family  hearth #  A  warning  had  come  from  the  Solid 
Fuels  Office,  Department  of  Interior,  that  the  public  must  order  its  next 
winter's  coal  before  the  end  of  April  -  otherv;ise  it  may  not  bo  able  t*^  get 
any  when  the  winds  blow  cold. 

The  matter  has  called  for  subsequent  clarification.   A  lot  of  people 
didn't  believe  the  prospect  could  be  so  bad  as  that.   And,  as  people  are 
wont  when  beset  with  a  i^onvicticn,  they  said  so.   The  official  ansv/er  is 
now  this  :-   It  is  expected  there  will  be  transportation  available  up  to 
August.   If  you  order  your  coal  before  August,  you'll  probably  get  delivery, 
but  it  won't  break  any  records  for  speed.   And  the  nearer  you  get  to  August, 
the  longer  you  may  expect  to  have  to  wait  for  the  black  stuff  to  rattle 
down  the  coal  chute  into  your  cellar. 

The  more  people  v;ho  order  their  coal  during  April  and  the  Spring 
months  the  less  load  it'll  place  on  the  nation's  transportation  facilities 
n<^xt  Fall.  And  unless  you've  turned  your  coal  bin  into  a  handball  court, 
there  isn't  much  sense  in  letting  it  stand  idle  all  summer  anyway. 

CONSIFKR  THF  L.ESSAGE  ** 

The  day's  miail  brings  a  lot  of  odd  stuff  into  the  average  radio  station, 
somiC  of  which  is  airworthy  and  a  groat  deal  more  that  -  Vvrell,  you  know  how 
it  g'^es  . 

The  patriots  who  scratched  their  namtes  at  the  bottom  of  a  famous  docu- 
ment in  Philadelphia  m^any  years  ago  intended  that  people  in  this  country 
should  say  what  they  vi^anted,  when  they  wanted,  even  to  the  extremes  of 
somietimes  shooting  their  mouths  off.   Criticism  of  wide  latitude  -  up  the 
brinl:  of  sedition  is  patiently  allowable  even  in  wartime.   But  it  occurred 
to  us  that  all  radio  stations  should  take  extreme  caution  these  days  to 
weigh  the  effects  and  thy  danger  of  airing  critical  m.ateriai  that  hits 
around  the  belt. 

It  doesn't  do  anyone  any  good.   The  only  axe-grinding  v;e  need  today  is 
a  grinding  of  axes  to  use  against  the  Axis.   If  a  man  has  suggestions  to 
make,  and  they  are  coherent  suggestions,  let  him  stand  up  and  say  his  piece. 
But  if  he'wants  to  throve  spitballs  and  make  faces,  American  radio  isn't  the 
place  for  him  to  do  it. 

THE  PRIORITY  LIST  ** 

We  have  new   news  on  the  OFF's  priority  lis-c  v;hich,  you'll  remember,  is 
intended  to  evaluate  the  importance  of  all  current  drives,  appeals,  cam- 
paigns, .-tal  on  the  '."/ashington  front.   There  have  been  snaga,  but  the  OFF 
declares,  cross  its  heart,  that  the  first  edition  of   the  list  v:ill  be 
avuil'ible  to  broadcasters  ;ibeut  the  middle  of  April. 


-  5  ~ 

ELUEPRINT  FOR  COOPERATION  ** 

If  you  get  bewildered  by  the  flocd  of  things  radio  is  now  being  asked 
to  do  r\s  part  of  its  v/artimG  job,  maybe  the  following  excerpt  from  a  letter 
received  by  the  BVC  v/ill  help  put  your  fcot  on  the  ground.   It  comes  from 
KALE-KOIN,  Portland,  Oregon. 

"We  have  made  a  sincere  effort  to  adapt  all  material  received  to  the 
requirements  of  our  local  agencies.  V'.'c  first  endeavor  to  secure  complete 
understanding  of  the  problem  involved  and  then  endeavor  to  v/ork  it  out  with 
the  local  agencies  involved.   'Te  havu  tried  to  approach  each  cf  our  war  ef- 
fort services  as  v/e  vrould  an  important  commercial  problem.   This  means  that 
the  accent  on  any  campaign  depends  upon  its  local  implications.   This  policy 
allows  for  such  all-out  effort  as  ^'J0   were  able  to  give  during  Oregon's 
'Pledge  Card  Campaign'  for  United  States  Defense  Bonds,   It  also  allows  us 
to  change  our  accent  on  local  recruiting  according  to  tho  service  miost  in 
need  of  the  publicity.  We  like  to  feel  that  Oregon's  position  in  the  sale 
of  Defense  Bonds  and  in  all  branches  of  recruiting  is  at  least  partially  due 
to  this  typo  of  planning." 

Those  arc  v;ords  from  a  station  that  obviously  realizes  its  part  in  the 
national  v;ar  effort,   Thoy  indicate  that  thought,  initiative  and  intelli- 
gence are  at  vrork.   And,  we  like  to  think,  they  indicate  that  a  great  share 
of  the  broadcasting  industry  looks  at  radios  task  with  the  same  earnest 
gravity^ 
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